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Our Stories



● I grew up in the outdoors
● Learned to ski and ski 

race competitively
● Noticed shortening 

winters
● Want my children to have 

the same experience I 
had
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Who is Citizens’ 
Climate Lobby 
and what 
solutions do 
they support?

Our Agenda

What do we 
already know 
about climate 
change?

What specific 
actions can you 
and I take
to maintain a 
livable world?



Scientific Consensus on Global Warming

97% of climate scientists agree:

● Global warming is real

● It’s caused by increased 
greenhouse gases

● Human activity is causing 
almost all the increase.

97% are 
convinced

3% are 
unconvinced



Congressional Consensus on Global Warming

Previous meetings:

● 2018: ~20 climate skeptic 
arguments

● 2019: 7 climate skeptic 
arguments

● 2020: ONE



The Biggest Driver Is Fossil Fuels



How Long Do We Have?

The IPCC* reports 
we have 10 years to 
cut global emissions
by 50%.
*Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change



Question for Reflection

➔ What’s the story I tell myself that 
keeps me from fully engaging 
around climate change?



“Wait and See” vs. “Let’s Get Going”

● Personal Conviction

● Path to Success

● Action Opportunities

● Support



Citizens’ Climate Lobby

● Personal Conviction - Education and 
training from one of the largest 
grassroots climate organizations in USA

● Path to Success - Roadmap to effective 
national climate policy

● Action Opportunities - Specific next 
steps to make a difference today

● Support - Chapters organize 
respectful, non-partisan collaboration



What Makes A Good Climate Solution?

● Drives large scale change quickly 
● Uses incentives that support choice
● Looks out for those who can least 

afford rising energy costs
● Durable - will stick around 
● Healthy for the planet and the 

economy



What Meets These Criteria?

A carbon fee & dividend policy!

H.R. 2307
The Energy Innovation AND Carbon Dividend Act



How it Works

Return 100% of net 
revenue to households 
as a dividend

Charge a fee on fossil 
fuels at the source 
(mine, well, or port)

Carbon 
Border 
Adjustment

$



Benefits

Net Zero by 
2050



Energy Innovation Act Emission Reductions 

0%

71%

100%100%

Business as Usual
If nothing changes, our emissions in 
the U.S. are forecast to remain flat 

The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) has issued 
guidelines for how quickly 
the world must reduce 
emissions to stay below 
the 2°C and 1.5°C 
thresholds to minimize 
climate change. 

IPCC
Range of net 
emissions to stay 
within 1.5°-2.0°C

Energy Innovation and 
Carbon Dividend Act
Will help us drive emissions 
down to Net Zero by 2050.

This polluters-pay policy 
will incentivize an 
explosion of clean energy 
while sending carbon cash 
back payments to 
American households, to 
spend as they see fit. 

2022 Start Year

Paris 2025
U.S. commitment



Benefits

Affordable 
Clean Energy



Benefits

Saves Lives



Benefits

Puts Money in 
Your Pocket



Ted Deutch
D-FL-22 ⬥
Salud Carbajal 
D-CA-24⬥
Tony Cárdenas
D-CA-29⬥
Matt Cartwright
D-PA-08⬥
Judy Chu
D-CA-27 ⬥
Gerald Connolly
D-VA-11⬥
Angie Craig
D-MN-02⬥

Lou Correa
D-CA-46⬥
Charlie Crist
D-FL-13⬥
Jason Crow
D-CO-06⬥
Anna Eshoo
D-CA-18⬥
Dwight Evans
D-PA-03⬥
John Garamendi
D-CA-03⬥
Hank Johnson
D-GA-04⬥

⬥  = original sponsor
⬥ = original cosponsor

41 Cosponsors (117th Congress)
Derek Kilmer
D-WA-06⬥
Barbara Lee
D-CA-13⬥
Tom Malinowski
D-NJ-07⬥
Grace Meng
D-NY-06⬥
Joseph Morelle
D-NY-25⬥
Seth Moulton
D-MA-06⬥
Scott Peters
D-CA-52⬥

Dean Phillips
D-MN-03⬥
Chellie Pingree
D-ME-01⬥
Jamie Raskin
D-MD-08⬥
Lucille Roybal-Allard
D-CA-40⬥
Mary Gay Scanlon
D-PA-05⬥
Jan Schakowsky
D-IL-09⬥
Brad Sherman
D-CA-30⬥
Albio Sires
D-NJ-08⬥

Thomas Suozzi 
D-NY-3

Linda Sanchez
D-CA-38

Steve Cohen
D-TN-9

Susan Wild
D-PA-7

David Trone
D-MD-6

Andy Levin
D-MI-9

Grace Napolitano
D-CA-32

Sara Jacobs
(D-CA-53)

Joyce Beatty
(D-OH-3)

Eleanor Holmes Norton
(D-DC-At Large)

Robin Kelly
(D-IL-2)

Mike Levin
(D-CA-49)



Statements of Support



“Unbelievable. With 100,000 supporters across 
the country, we now have a climate bill that 
serves the people by cutting carbon emissions 
and putting money in people's pockets. 
Climate change is incredibly urgent and 
serious, as I warned Congress when I first 
testified about global warming in 1988. This 
bill gives us the chance to fight it seriously and 
on a big scale. I encourage everyone to support 
the bipartisan Energy Innovation and Carbon 
Dividend Act.”

James Hansen
Climate Scientist, Former Director of the NASA 
Goddard Institute for Space Studies, Adjunct 
Professor at Columbia University’s Earth Institute



Build Political Will to Act on Climate



What’s Your Action Plan?

● Continue to act locally
○ Share what you know 

about climate change

● Advocate for an effective 
national policy



● CCL has over 596 groups 
throughout the world

● More than 190,000 supporters 
in our network

● Connect and engage in your community!

Tap the Power of CCL Chapters

Some of our volunteer accomplishments from the last year include: 
● 1,100+ Lobby Meetings
● 75,000 Letters to Congress
● 3,400 Events
● 4,200 Published Media
● >2,300 endorsements to date from community leaders





Get More Information

● CCL Info Session
Hosted live weekly on 
Wednesdays at 8 pm ET: 
cclusa.org/intro

● More about the 
Energy Innovation Act:
energyinnovationact.org

http://www.cclusa.org/intro
http://www.energyinnovationact.org


How Can I Get Involved?

● Sign up on CCL’s website
● Write/call/Tweet your members of congress.
● Sign up for the monthly calling campaign.
● Write letters to the editor.
● Sign up to receive Action Alerts via text.
● Donate to CCL.

See Handout

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yoOHml9x0N5L7P5vTj8jERg1nGIccCDTsTZ1T3Z4sjs/edit?usp=sharing


Join Our Next Visit To Congress!

CCL volunteers held 1,100+ meetings 
with members of Congress and staff in 
2020.

● Join in-district visits with your 
Members of Congress

● Attend our online June Conference:  
June 12th - 13th, 2021 
cclusa.org/conference

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/save-the-date


Let’s Discuss!
● What did you learn (or re-learn)  

today that is important or energizing?

● What actions will you take? 
○ Local action
○ CCL / national policy action

● What questions do you have?



Insights & Questions



www.citizensclimatelobby.org

Thank You!
Analicia Honkanen and Matt Leese
E-mail: semichigan@citizensclimatelobby.org
Chapter: Detroit Metro North
Chapter website: sites.google.com/view/ccldetroitmetronorth



I used to think that the 
important people were taking 
care of the important problems.  

No. Preserving a livable world 
is up to us little people. 

What we do and do not do 
really counts. 

Marshall Saunders, CCL Founder


